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Neapolitans would not  have  flourished more   undefc his
dynasty than under the Bourbons.

In command of the left wing was Marshal Bernadotte,
Prince of Ponte Corvo, afterwards King of Sweden, a man
of a very different stamp. Calm, selfish, calculating, and
astute, of much more polished manners than most of Napo-
leon's marshals,* he was endowed with considerable pdVers
of command. Him the Emperor could, as far as ability was
concerned, trust in a semi-independent command. He had,
or his master professed to think so, fallen short of his duty
I'at Austerlitz, and, again, when he failed to support Davout
"at Auerstadt.f There was no love lost between him and the
Emperor; Bernadotte had even been at times in opposition
to Napoleon, notably in the case of the Imperial title. Did
Napoleon employ him in the field because he feared him, and
thought it dangerous to leave him behind in France ? The
question seems worth consideration.

Marshal Davout;J commanding the 3rd Corps, had dis-
tinguished himself lately by his magnificent conduct of the
battle of Auerstadt. It was he who had really ruined the

* De Fezensac (p. 132) describes his only meeting with Bernadotte, and
extols the superiority of his manners and behaviour to that of the other
marshals. Bernadotte even carried his consideration so far as to offer to keep
Be Fezansac for a night's rest, instead of sending him back to Ney at once.
The offer was declined on the score of duty.

'* His own people said that he (Bernadotte) would have been a hero in his
own cause, but his disposition was . . . thoroughly exclusive. He only opened
his heart when everything depended on him alone; then it became full of
ardour, generosity, and devotion for his own people, who found m him all
the seductions and fascinations of a gieat soul. But to endure an equal or a
superior; to help on the glory of another, whoever he might be; such an effort
was always either impossible or intolerable to him." {fie Sfgur, p. 296).

t Napoleon says that, after Jena, he had ordered Bemadotte's trial by
court martial for his conduct on that day, but abandoned the idea on personal
grounds (M^moires pour aervir, vii. 215, note on Bernadotte's M&noirea).

J The name of this marshal is frequently spelt Davoust, sometimes Davout.
Both seem to be incorrect. The form Davout is used in Napoleon's correspond-
ence, in Berthier*s, by the marshal's nephew, the present Due d'Auerst'&dt;
finally, there is no misreading possible of his own very legible signature on
numerous despatches and orders in the Archives fitototigiw in Pahs,